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Merci Madame la présidente,

Thank you for allowing me, as President of the International Committee of the Blue Shield, to take some of your time.

Let me first of all introduce ICBS, which is recognised in Article 27 section 3 of the 2nd Protocol. 

The International Committee of the Blue Shield was set up in 1996 by four non-governmental organisations active in the field of preservation of cultural heritage. Those organisations are 

· ICA (the International Council on Archives), 

· ICOM (the International Council of Museums),

· ICOMOS (the International Council on Monuments and Sites), and 

· IFLA (the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions). 

In 2005 CCAAA (the Coordinating Committee for Audio-visual Archives Associations) joined ICBS as full member.

All five organizations work closely with UNESCO and other Intergovernmental organizations. 

The mission of ICBS is to work for the protection of the world's cultural heritage by coordinating preparations to meet and respond to emergency situations. Its objectives are:

· to encourage its members to ask their governments to sign and ratify the Convention and its Protocols;
· to facilitate international responses to threats or emergencies threatening cultural property;

· to encourage safeguarding and respect for cultural property especially by promoting risk preparedness;

· to train experts at national and regional level to prevent, control and recover from disasters;

· to act in an advisory capacity for the protection of endangered heritage; and

· to consult and co-operate with other bodies including UNESCO, ICCROM and the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

The five organisations have decided to work together to prepare for, and respond to, emergency situations in case of both armed conflicts and natural disasters that could affect cultural heritage. In doing so they respect the following principles: 

· joint actions; 

· independence; 

· neutrality; 

· professionalism; 

· respect of cultural identity; 

· work on a not-for-profit basis. 

It is vital that the international initiative is taken up and supported by local initiatives. National Blue Shield Committees have been formed in 13 countries, in some 20 countries committees are under construction. National committees bring together the different cultural professions, local and national government, the emergency services and the armed forces. 

National Blue Shield Committees provide a forum to improve emergency preparedness by sharing experiences and exchanging information. They provide a focus for raising national awareness of the threats to cultural heritage. And last but not least, they promote the ratification and implementation by national governments of the Hague Convention and its protocols.

ICBS is ready to expand its role and to participate in the work of the Committee for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and thereby assisting the state parties in taking up their responsibilities in view of the convention.

The collaboration of ICBS underscores the important role that civil society can play in the implementation of the Hague Convention and its protocols and other existing and future conventions and programmes on heritage protection.

We hope that UNESCO will make active use of the network and effort that we are putting at its disposal.

We would appreciate it if such were to be expressed by having the following recommendation accepted by this meeting:

Invite the Director General to recognise the important role of the International Committee of the Blue Shield (ICBS) and its constituent bodies, and of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement – together representing civil society – in promoting and advancing the understanding and implementation of the convention and its protocols.

Merci Madame la présidente.
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